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Summary of Inventory 7
Budget 8
Amount of Taxes and Rates 10
Statement of Appropriations and Taxes Assessed,. 11
Comparative Statement of Appropriations and Ex-
penditures 23
Statement of Assets 14
Statement of Liabilities 15
Summiary of Receipts 16
Summary of Payments 17
Schedule of Town Property 20
Town Clerk's Report 21
Treasurer's Report 22
Tax Collector's Report 23
Detailed Statement of Receipts 26
Detailed Statement of Payments 31
Report of Auditors 44
Report of Library Trustees 45
Report of Trustees of Trust Funds 46















Supervisors of Check List





ALBERT BROWN MERLE D. PENNEY
School Board






WALTON STILES . JOHN SCRIBNER
Trustees of Trust Funds













Representative to General Court
ALBERT H. BROWN
5
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Toivn of Strafford in the
County of Straff'ord in said State, qualified to vote
in Toivn Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town House in
said Strafford on Tuesday, the eighth (8th) day of
March, next at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act
upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary
to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same.
3. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for Public Welfare, including Old Age
Assistance and Soldiers' Aid.
4. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for highways and bridges.
5. To see if the town will accept Town Road Aid
and raise and appropriate the sum of eight hundred
five dollars and sixty-two cents ($805.62).
6. To see if the town will raise and appropriate the
sum of seventy-five hundred dollars ($7,500.00), the
town's share for State Aid Construction of Parker Mt.
Road.
7. To see if the town will vote to adopt a plan for
extending to employees of the town the benefits of Title
11 of the Federal Social Security Act (Old Age and
Survivor's Insurance) as authorized by Chapter 334 of
the Laws of 1951, and to raise and appropriate the sum
of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) to defray
the town's share of the cost thereof.
8. If the foregoing Article is adopted, to see if the
town will authorize the Selectmen to execute on behalf
of the town the necessary agreement with the State of
6
New Hampshire to carry into effect the plan and to see
if the town will designate the Town Treasurer as the
officer to be responsible for the administration of the
plan.
9. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate to complete the purchase of a fire truck
for Crown Point.
10. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
the sum of one hundred one dollars ($101.00) for the
Lakes Region Association.
11. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for the observance of Memorial Day.
12. To see if the town will accept the report of the
Soldiers' Memorial Committee and raise and appro-
priate any money for the same.
13. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for Civilian Defense.
14. To see what sum of money the town will raise
and appropriate for the control of the gypsy moth and
elm beetle disease.
15. To see if the town will grant a two percent
(2%) discount on property taxes paid in full within
thirty days of date of issue of collector's warrant.
16. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen
to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
17. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 15th day of





























;ST OF THE TOWN OF
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the En-
Compared with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appro-












tion of Growing Wood
and Timber





Rent of Town Hall and
Other Buildings
Interest Received on Taxes
and Deposits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes — Regular
@ $2, 366












suing Year January 1, 1955 to December 31, 1955.
priations and Expenditures of the Previous Year Janu-
Election and Registration
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AMOUNT OF TAXES AND RATES










Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber 5,048.79
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 2,500.00
Dog Licenses 300.00
Business Licenses and Permits 10.00
Int. on Taxes and Income
from Trust Funds 100.00
9,479.34
Total Revenues and Credits $57,923.04
Plus Overlay 904.05
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation $58,827.09
Less: 366 Poll Taxes at $2.00 $732.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 13.75
745.75
Amount to be raised by property taxes on
which tax rate is to be figured. $58,081.34
Taxes to he Committed to Collector
Property Taxes $58,081,34
Poll Taxes at $2.00 732.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 13.75
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Fo7' the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1954
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-









In hands of treasurer
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Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town
:
Soldiers' Memorial Fund $ 6,025.00
1954 C. P. Fire Truck App. 1,000.00
Town Dump App. 300.00
Due to State
:
State Head Taxes—1954 450.00
Due to School Districts : Balance of
Appropriation, 1954-55 18,252.85
State and Town Joint Highway-
Construction Accounts
:
Unexpended balance in Town
Treasury, Parker Mt. Rd. 9,000.00





Excess of assets over liabilities (Surplus) 155.32
Grand Total $39,183.17
Net Debt—December 31, 1953 131.95
Surplus, December 31, 1954 155.32










Poll Taxes, Current Year,
Regular at $2, 1954 578.00
National Bank Stock Taxes, 1954 20.25
Yield Taxes, 1954 866.25
State Head Taxes at $5, 1954 1,715.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and remitted $61,236.41
Property Taxes and Yield Taxes, Previ-
ous Years 133.20
Poll Taxes, Previous Years, Regular at $2 292.00
State Head Taxes at $5, Previous Years 490.00
Interest received on Taxes 6.91
Penalties on State Head Taxes 41.50
Tax sales redeemed 2,166.00
From State
:
For Highways and Bridges
:
For Class V Highway maintenance 2,374.89
Interest and dividends tax 1,499.22
Savings Bank Tax and Building and Loan
Association Tax 24.83
1953 White Pine BHster refund 1.10
Fighting forest fires 8.54
Bounties 22.50




Business licenses, permits and filing fees 10.53
Rent of town property 4.00
Receipts Other than Current Revenue
:




New Trust Funds received during year
Interest on Government Bonds







Town dumps and garbage removal 32.95
Highways and Bridges
Town Road Aid 912.40
Town Maintenance 13,288.59







Payments on temporary loans
in anticipation of taxes $14,500.00
Payments on long term notes 1,000.00
Payments to trustees of trust
funds (New Funds) 100.00
Total Indebtedness Payments 15,600.00
Payments to Other Governmental Div.
:
State Head Taxes paid State
Treas. $2,222.08
Taxes paid to County 3,292.01
Payments to School Districts 34,000.00
Total Payments to Other Governmen-
tal Divisions 39,514.09
Total Payments for all Purposes 82,528.01
Cash on hand December 31, 1954 25,596.86
Grand Total $108,124.87
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $ 3,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 500.00
Libraries, Lands and Buildings 500.00
Furniture and Equipment 500.00
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings 2,000.00
Equipment 2,000.00
Highway Department, Equipment 2,000.00
Materials and Supplies 1,500.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings 10,000.00
Equipment 3,500.00
All Lands and Buildings acquired through
Tax Collector's deeds:
James B. Green Land, 5 acres 50.00
Joseph Caverly Land, 3 acres 30.00
Walter Gilbert Land, 12 acres 100.00
Frank Mooers Land, 3 acres 15.00














Balance, December 31, 1954 25,596.86
$108,124.87






Fred E. Huckins, Coll.
Poll, Property & Yield Taxes
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State Head Tax 1953




























Property, Poll and Yield Taxes, 1953



















DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Local Taxes Current Year, 1954
July 6 Fred E. Huckins, N.B.S. Tax $ 20.25
Aug. 18 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 1,901.90
Aug. 26 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 3,194.93
Sept. 1 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 3,334.03
Sept. 7 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 5,602.75
Sept. 10 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 12,675.08
Oct. 1 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 4,577.59
Oct. 18 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 1,453.38
Nov. 6 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 3,290.10
Nov. 22 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 4,578.14
Nov. 27 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 4,544.04
Dec. 2 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 6,873.08
Dec. 4 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 865.85
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 1,816.48
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Taxes Sold to
Town 2,129.04
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Property Tax 354.43
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Discount on
1954 Taxes 548.95
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, Abatements,
1954 Taxes 317.14
Yield Taxes Current Year
Dec.
27
Dec. 2 Fred E. Huckins 84.00
Dec. 4 Fred E. Huckins 16.00
28
From State of N. H.
Apr. Refund 1953 Blister Rust App. $ 1.10
July 3 Reimbursement forest fires 8.54
July 28 Gas Tax 2,374.89
Aug. 6 Bounties for 1953 22.50
Aug. 6 Interest and Dividends Tax 1,499.22
Dec. 31 Savings Bank Tax 24.83
Feb.
29
Dec. 31 Fred E. Huckins, 1953 Abatements 125.00
$2,246.50
From Local Sources, Except Taxes
30






C. M. Hill & Sons 20.03
Linnell Press, Printing '53 reports 317.00
Ethel Waldron, probate records .40
U. S. Auto and Truck guide 7.00
W. S. Darley & Co. 9.48
N. H. Tax Collectors' Assn. 3.00
Studley Flower Gardens 6.00
Sargent Bros,, tax bills 20.50
Frank J. Kendall Agency (officers bonds) 90,00
Frank J. Kendall Agency (money policy) 123.36
Brown & Saltmarsh, Inc. , town form and supp. 43.45
Anna Dube, R. E, transfer cards 14.79
33
Strafford Mut. Fire Ins. Co.
34
Dec. 31 Public Service Co. 3.50
Refunds













Lewis P. Hanson 31.70
Glen Hanson 11.70
Richard Witham 6.30
M. H. Caswell 6.50









Lewis P. Hanson 80.40
Glen Hanson 24.75
Richard Witham 4.95
H. Wesley Brown 12.60
Kenneth L. Allen 53.05












H. Wesley Brown 4.50














Kenneth L. Allen (gravel) 7.00
Granite State Asphalt Products Co. 57.60




Sept. 4 JohnPinkham 50.00




Harris Hammersmith, Jr. 66.00
E. C. Foss Co. 1.40
R. C. Hazelton Co. 1.57
C. M. Hill & Sons 36.13
Brunnell's Garage 15.17






Oct. 2 Alberton H. Berry 150.00
George E. Jaques & Co (dozer) 160.00
Kenneth L. Allen 108.50



















Apr. 3 C. M. Hill & Sons 25.53
R. C. Hazelton Inc. 15.31
May 1 Prison Industries 19.20
R. C. Hazelton Co. 28.03
July 3 American Lubricants Co. 12.30
Brown's Machine Shop 56.14
Aug. 6 Hervey's Tire Shop 54.36
Chas. W. Varney Co. (insurance) 100.48
Gerald E. Towle 5.94
C. M. Hill & Sons 67.10
Brown's Machine Shop 25.61
P. C. Hazelton Co., Inc. (culverts and
parts) 99.58
Sept. 4 Brown's Machine Shop 73.32
Charles W. Varney (additional
premiums) 66.10
Oct. 2 C. M. Hill & Sons 54.29
Nov. 6 Frank L. Kendall Agency (grader ins.) 53.75
R. C. Hazelton Co. 13.81
M. P. D. Motor Express 1.85
Dec. 4 Brown's Machine Shop 3.79
Bunnell's Garage 6.96
Dec. 31 Brown's Machine Shop 28.47












Mar. 6 State of N. H. — 1953 List $ 310.00
Apr. 3 State of N. H. — 1953 List 10.00
July 3 State of N. H. — 1953 List 230.95
July 22 State of N. H. — 1953 List 69.13
Oct. 2 State of N. H. — 1954 List 621.00
Dec. 4 State of N. H. — 1954 List 981.00
$ 2,222.08
Trust Funds
Oct. 2 Trustees of Trust Funds $ 100.00
( J. E. Waldron heirs fund)
Interest
May 1 Merchants National Bank $ 103.11
July 5 Merchants National Bank 66.08
Dec. 4 Merchants Nat'l Bank, Bridge Note 65.97
Dec. 4 Austin — Gate Academy 160.00
(Int. on Rev. Daniel Austin Legacy)
$ 395.16
Temj)orary Loans
Dec. 4 Mechants National Bank tax notes $14,500.00
Long Term Notes
Dec. 4 Merchants National Bank $ 1,000.00
County Tax
Dec. 4 Leo Cormier treas. $ 3,292.01
Schools
Feb. 6 Esther Henderson, school treas. $ 4,000.00





Cash on hand Jan. 1954
Received from Town
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Forest Fire Prevention is Everybody's Business
Carelessness is responsible for 97 percent of all
our forest fires. This is a serious indictment of our in-
terest in our own welfare and that of our neighbors.
In too many instances this carelessness results in the
destruction, not of the careless one's own property, but
of someone not even known to him.
Thoughtlessly thrown lighted cigars, cigarettes
and matches from moving vehicles, by hikers, hunters
and fishermen; the careless burning of debris during
hazardous periods, high winds or in dangerous loca-
tions; improperly extinguished camp or cook fires —
all add up to the CARELESSNESS that means serious
loss of property, disruption of industry and farm work
and unnecessary expenditures of town and state funds.
It points to the need of eliminating CARELESS-
NESS so far as it concerns fire from our daily life. The
rules are simple — your cooperation is earnestly so-
licited.
1. Be careful with fire in or near woodlands.
2. Be sure that all lighted material — cigars,
cigarettes and matches— is completely out be-
fore discarding it. Use ash trays in autos.
3. Secure the required written permission to
burn from your local forest fire v/arden when
the ground is not completely covered with
snow.
4. Insist that others be careful and comply with
burning requirements.
5. Call the warden promptly when fire is detected
and aid him to extinguish it.
Let's remember that FOREST FIRE PREVEN-
TION is EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS and our MOST
IMPORTANT undertaking
!
1954 fire record for our town
Number of fires 2.
Acreage Burned 41^.
Number of fire permits issued 75.
ROBERT W. SMITH, District Fire Chief
CLYDE S. GRAY, Forest Fire Warden
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town
of Strafford qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said district on the 8th day of March 1955 at 2
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects :
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for
the ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensa-
tion of any other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see if the district will vote to make any alter-
ation in the amount of money required to be assessed
49
for the ensuing year for the support of public schools
and the payment of the statutory obligations ot the ais-
trict, as determined by the school board in its annual
report.
To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise and appropriate for the support of schools and the
payment of statutory obligations of the district for the
ensuing year, to be assessed by the selectmen less state
aid and other estimated income certified by the school
board.
9. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise and appropriate for new equipment.
10. To see if the District will authorize the School
Board to amend the contract with Austin-Cate Acad-
emy dated May 21, 1949, to permit the School Board
to send High School students to other approved High
Schools when necessity, convenience, undue hardship
and (or) courses desired require it to be done.
(By Petition)











Salaries of District Officers
Superintendent's salary (local)
Per Capita Tax
Salaries other admin, personnel






Other expenses of instruction
Operation of School Plant:
Salaries of Janitors
Fuel
Water, light & janitors' supplies
Maintenance
:




REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Strafford
:




Mrs. Ada D Hayes 26
Mrs. Martha Z. Bennett 24
Mrs. Hattie M. Foss 41




At the annual school district meeting in March 1954,
the voters rejected the proposal for a new centralized
school building. However, a long-range planning com-
mittee was appointed, under the chairmanship of Mr.
Austin L. Olney. This committee has developed an
interest in the possibility of establishing a Cooperative
District, at least for elementary schools, to include the
present districts of Barnstead, Northwood, and Straf-
ford. As none of these towns have yet entered
into a centralized building program, it would be com-
paratively simple for them to join in a common project,
as Durham, Madbury, and '^ee have done. Among the
advantages claimed for such an arrangement are im-
proved instruction through the reduction in the number
of grades per classroom, an integrated and efficient
staff, wider availability of supplementary materials
such as reference books and visual equipment, provi-
sion for such simple conveniences as running hot and
cold water, flush toilets, and automatic heat, and eco-
nomical additions such as a lunch kitchen, room for
health examinations, gymnasium, and adequate play-
ground. As these three towns are located in proximity
to each other, it should not be difficult to find some site
of convenient access to all, provided that the state's pro-
gram of road improvement is continued with reason-
able speed.
Honor Roll of Perfect Attendance for One Year
Gary Lang, Gail Caverly, Ronald Dudley, Mario Ar-
tiano, Elizabeth Omand, Paul Murphy, David Scrib-
mer, David Hoye, James O'Hearn, Ronald Riley, Gloria




January 8. 1955 Superintendent of Schools
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FINANCIAL REPORT
July 1, 1953 — June 30, 1954
Receipts
Cash on hand July 1, 1953 $ 1,954.56
State Aid 1,407.33
Appropriations 34,000.00
Balance due on previous appropriations 858.49
Sale of school supplies to Barrington 13.12
Young Fund 25.00
Void Check 1.84
Rebate from A. C. A.-Rinehart System 100.00
$ 38,360.34
Payments

















Helen Brown, stamped envelopes
Helen Brown, Warner court sessions and
polio meeting
Thetis Scruton, Warner court sessions
$
54
Madaleen Leighton, Warner court sessions 8.00
Madaleen Leighton, Warner court sessions 1.90












Mrs. David Grant 8.00
Lisa Batchelder 8.00
Rinehart System 400.00
Withholding deductions '52-'53, paid '53-'54 113.60
$ 7,755.10
Textbooks
C. S. Hammond & Co. $ 7.50
Barnes & Noble, Inc. 15.03
Beckley-Cardy Co. 2.63
Scott, Foresman & Co, 19.76
Ginn & Co. 58.94
D. C. Heath & Co. 21.84
Houghton-Mifflin Co. 6.10
Laidlaw Bros. 11.92
Martin & Murray Co. . 64.45
Follett Publishing Co. 49.28


































REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
For the Year Ending June 30, 1954




Balance of Previous Appro-
priations 858.49
Advance on Next Year's
Appropriations 878.43
Received from State Treasurer
:
State Funds 1,407.33
Received as Income from Trust Funds 25.00
Received from all Other Sources 114.96
TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 36,405.78
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR
FISCAL YEAR $ 38,360.34
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID $ 35,451.99
BALANCE ON HAND JUNE 30, 1954 $ 2,908.35
JULY 8, 1954 ESTHER R. HENDERSON,
District Treasurer.
AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Strafford of
which is a true summary for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1954 and find them correct in all respects.
WALTON A. STILES,
JOHN W. SCRIBNER,
July 13, 1954 Auditors.
Uitai ^tatidtiIC5
The records on the following pages are Vital Statistics
for 1954
TRESSA P. NELSON. Town Clerk
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